My War Memories, 1914-1918
Whether it would prove a real Cannae was still uncertain. The ist A.C. had to send a detachment to Willenberg, whither the i;th A.C. was also to proceed. The retreat of the Russians was to be cut off.
During the night we learnt further details. The Russian I3th Corps had advanced from Allenstein on Hohenstein, and had pressed the Landwehr severely. The ist R.C. had conie down south-west of Allenstein—its further advance would close the ring round the Russian xyth Corps and thus conclude the whole operation, whilst the ist and i;th A.C/s cut off the retreat of the other portions.
On the morning of the sgth I decided to go to Hohenstein to try and disentangle the congestion caused by the troops getting mixed up. Operations against Rennenkampf 's army were to be initiated, whether he advanced or remained where he was.
Still another incident occurred before we were certain of victory.
Early on the 2gth, we received a message by aeroplane that a hostile Army Corps was marching on Neidenburg from the south, and was nearing the town. It was therefore threatening the rear of the ist A.C., which, with its front facing north, was engaging Russian troops in retreat. At the same moment we were called up from Neidenburg and informed that hostile shrapnel was falling on the town. Then we were cut off. All available troops were set marching in the direction of Neidenburg, to support the ist A.C. in the engagement we anticipated. But General von Fran?ois had saved himself already by his own energy, and the enemy displayed more hesitation than the situation justified.
After giving these orders, I set out for Hohenstein, and on the way went over the battlefield, which made a deep impression on me. East of Hohenstein our own columns were getting entangled with masses of Russian prisoners. It was no easy task to restore order. The ist R.C. and the 20th A.C. were drawn up along the road from Allenstein to Hohenstein and the Army Command had thus again at least two corps at its disposal. The battle was drawing to a conclusion. The 3rd Reserve
56

